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Consider the structure of a publication



Consider how it travels, influencing the 
world around it
• Connecting people to ideas 

through its discovery

• Creating research identity 
through aggregation

• Enabling assessment, and 
supporting strategic 
decisions around research 
investment 

All the time gathering further context and value



The Laws of Research Data Mechanics



3rd Law of Research Data Mechanics
Research particles can only exist in an 

openly available shared context 
(lets call it PID’s Law)
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2nd Law of Research Data Mechanics
Research Information has maximum 

utility to the sector when its progress 
through the system encounters 

minimal latency



We need to make a 
change from periodic 
reporting to 
harnessing a flow of 
research molecules* 

*such as publications, 
grants, datasets, patents….



Research Data Mechanics…

In learning how to 
integrate, 
institutions are 
gaining new 
capabilities



In the connecting we get new data



New perspectives



And new imperatives for 
real time reporting





Publisher Responsibilities



What should be possible…

Publisher



Close the gap between the act 
of research collaboration, and 
reporting on it



1st Law of Research Data Mechanics
A research particle can only travel 

through a space created by its 
Research Information Citizens





What Is Research Information Citizenship?



The common adoption of Research 
Information Infrastructure is a good 

start….



It is when Information practices change to benefit the needs of other Citizens that 
Research Information Citizenship takes hold



Research 
Information 
Citizenship 
Workshops

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1BmFRrijA
O7efxzstco4lesK-
r9hlWAKhvnQuTlilFGU/edit?usp=sharing

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1BmFRrijAO7efxzstco4lesK-r9hlWAKhvnQuTlilFGU/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1BmFRrijAO7efxzstco4lesK-r9hlWAKhvnQuTlilFGU/edit?usp=sharing


Making the most of our new information universe



Making the most of our new information universe
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Size of node is proportional to career publications
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Two views on Artificial Intelligence



Prototyping the adoption of new 
practices






